into battle
February 15,  The Chancellor of the Exchequer announces that the
limit of borrowing for defence is to he raised from
£400,000,000 to £800,000,000.
February 28. Mr. Chamberlain announces that Great Britain will
recognise General Franco as the government of Spain.
March I,       The President of the Reichsbank guarantees German
export trade.   But the United States immediately raises
her duty on German imports by 25 per cent,
March 10.     Mr. Chamberlain states that the outlook in International
affairs is tranquil.
March 13.     Dr.  Hacha>  Dr.   Bcnes^   successor  as  President  of
Czechoslovakia, summoned to Berlin by Herr Hitler.
Father Tiso declares Slovakia a separate state, which he
places under German protection.
[March 14, 1939*
C
OMPLAINT has been made in some of the outlying parts of
the Constituency of my speech on the Munich Agreement,
la this I pointed out that a disaster of the first magnitude
had befallen France and England, Is that not so f Why do you
suppose we are making all these preparations f Why do you suppose
that the French military service has been lengthened, and we have
promised to send nineteen divisions to the Continent ? It is because
in the destruction of Czechoslovakia the entire balance of Europe
was changed*
The great and growing German Army is now free to turn in
any direction: we do not know in what direction it will turn.
The whole structure of international co-operation to protect the
small country from lawless offence—all that has been broken down,
and cast away. I pointed out that Munich sealed the ruin of
Czechoslovakia, You remember the tales we were told, how
they would have a better life after they were freed from the burdens
of the unwilling Sudeten Germans in their midst, Besides that,
they were to have a German guarantee of their reduced frontier,
and there was to be a British and French guarantee of their frontier.
I held the view that these guarantees were hardly worth the paper
they were written on, or the breath that uttered them, What is
the position now ? The Chechoslovakian Republic is being broken
up before our eyes. Their gold is to be stolen by the Nazis. The
Nazi system is to blot out every form of internal freedom. Their
army is to be reduced to negligible proportions, or incorporated in

